
HPPECANOE COUNTY BOARD OF COIIMSSIONERS 
REGULAR [MEETING 

JANUARY 19, 1999 

The Tippecanoe County Commissioners met on Tuesday, January 19, 1999, at 5:30 PM. in the Tippecanoe Room in the County Ofýce 
Building. Commissioners present were: President John L. Knochel, Vice President Ruth B. Shedd and Member Kathleen Hudson; Auditor 
Robert A. Plantenga, Commissioners’ Assistant Jennifer Weston, County Attorney Thomas H. Busch, and Secretary Pauline E. Rohr. 

NOTE: Due to the Martin Luther King holiday, the Commissipners’ meeting was not held on Monday. 

President Knochel called the meeting to order and led the Plgdg'e of Allegiance. 

DISCUSSION: Prayer at Commissioners’ Meetings 

President Knochcl stated that, after the last Commissioners’ meeting, he received a note from Commissioner Hudson asking if prayer at 
the evening meeting will be continued. He said, because he doesn’t believe prayer should be a part of a government meeting, he asked the 
Commissioners’ Assistant to remove Prayer ý‘om the agenda. When he consulted Commissioner Shedd, she agreed that it could be 
eliminated. 

Commissioner Shedd said callers and letter writers have questioned why a variety of denominations have not be asked to offer the prayer. 
She said they expressed concern that the County might be sued because of who is offering the prayer and how it is being offered. Due to 
these concerns, she feels it best to discontinue the practice. 

0 Commissioner Shedd moved to observe a moment of silence at the evening meeting. 

Commissioner Hudson acknowledged that President Knochel compromised last year by agreeing to prayer at the evening meeting. 
Although she thinks prayer at the meeting is a good idea she thinks it is inappropriate to give instruction on what will be said in the prayer. 
Commissioner Hudson cited other governmental bodies that include prayer in their proceedings. She stated that separation of church and 
state means that government should not be involved in religion. 

0 Because she can agree to a moment of silence, Commissioner Hudson seconded Commissioner Shedd’s motion. 

Public Comments 

M Hall: She stated that .the phrase “separation of Church and State” does not appear in the Constitution. She said it appeared in a letter 
from Thomas Jefferson to a minister assuring him that the church will be protected ý'om government. She believes the American Civil 
Liberties Union is threatening the Commissioners with a law suit if they retain the prayer. 

Em J. Michael: Mrs. Michael stated that she doesn’t think the voters elected the Commissioners to conduct such a lengthy debate on 
having a prayer at their evening meetings. She pointed out that the City Councils of Lafayette and West Lafayette do not include prayer at 
their monthly meetings. Having served the past eight years as County Auditor, she affirmed that prayer was included in the 
Commissioners’ meetings in only the past two years. 

Wendy Parrish: Ms Parrish said she was scared when she heard prayer will be dropped from the agenda. She thinks the “separation of 
Church and State” has gone too far considering that all of our currency says “In God We Trust”. 

Walter Dalsimer: Mr. Dalsimer said he believes the concept of “separation of Church and State” began because the founding fathers 
descended from England where the Church controlled the State. He sees no need to replicate church by having prayer in government 
meetings. 

Rich Mcgm‘ : Mr. McQuinn wondered, if prayer at meetings is good enough for our Federal and State government ofýcials, why 
County governmental ofýcials wouldn’t want the help. 

Commissioner Shedd commented that, in her 30 plus years in County government, only during the past 1% years have the Commissioners’ 
meetings included prayer. No letters were received on this issue, pro or con, until it was decided to eliminate the prayer. She wondered 
what is the difference between then and now. 

0 Commissioner Shedd’s motion and Commissioner Hudson’s second to include a moment of silence at the evening Commissioners’ 
meetings carried. 

A moment of silence was observed. 

APPROVAL OF MNUTES 

0 Commissioner Shedd moved to approve the January 6, 1999 and the January 11, 1999 minutes as distributed, seconded by 
Commissioner Hudson; motion carried. 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

Commissioners’ Assistant Jennifer Weston, recommended approval of the Claims with the following exceptions due to incorrect vendor 
names: 

#99-210 $8 .25 Cindy Housman 
#99-459 3 1. l7 Mutual Hospital Services 
#99-00256 323.43 Pleasant Run Children’s Home 

0 Commissioner Hudson moved to approve the claims with the noted exceptions, seconded by Commissioner Shedd; motion carried. 














